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cause; and especially in moments of common danger
and exertion, they will often discover a greater appre-
hension of contributing a grain too much in the federal
scale, than a grain too little for the success of that
object which is the only rational motive for exertion
at all.'

Coming to the form of connection actually existing
between the two countries, lie said: c We have a
common Prince with separate Parliaments. Ireland
claims a sovereign independent government, and that
claim is freely admitted by our own ; while we exercise
nevertheless, with the acquiescence of Ireland, an open
ascendency and control in every one of its concerns.'

In an earlier portion of his speech, a closely-reasoned
argument had been made to show that such a c partial
connection of Government between two unequal coun-
tries is not a permanent condition in which they can
settle;' that4 it is not a stationary point, but merely
transitive and progressive, is but a stage or rest ing-
place, tending either to total separation or to perfect
and entire consolidation and union.'

Experience of 'the grievous and abhorrent union of
nominal independence with real subordination,1 pro-
ducing discords ever tending to separation, hud deter-
mined the union of Scotland with England,1 The

1 ' I will venture to assure your lordships, and to spoak for my neigh-
bours as well as for myself, that at this day we soo without humiliation
or regret those towers and beacons which wore very necessary appen-
dages of our independence at least before the union of the crowns, wh<;n
we had a predatory enemy within ten miles of us; wo behold, I say,
without mortification or concern, those 'badges of imperial dignity
mouldering and in ruins on our roeks, while we can sue the plains below